
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 16, 2025 
 
The Honorable Pamela Bondi 
Attorney General of the United States 
U.S. Department of Justice 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, D.C. 20530 
 
Dear Attorney General Bondi, 
 

I am writing to bring your attention to the National Lawyers Guild’s (NLG) reported 
involvement in the recent Antifa-linked violent riots in major cities across the country. The NLG 
is a social welfare organization with a network of non-profit chapters spread across the country.1 
Despite enjoying significant benefits from the American taxpayer as registered social welfare 
entities, the NLG and its network maintain close ties with left-wing extremists and domestic 
terrorist organizations like Antifa. The nexus between the NLG, Antifa, and any other entity 
involved in perpetrating violent unrest must be investigated and met with appropriate action.  
 
The NLG was founded in 1937 with the stated goal of protecting workers, defending human 
rights, and fighting fascist oppression,2 but has since been taken over by radical left-wing and 
communist organizations and causes. The NLG’s affiliation with violent extremism has grown 
over the past decade as it actively campaigns against measures aimed at maintaining peace and 
law and order. This includes demanding the abolishment of prisons and opposing higher 
penalties for masked rioters who attack people for exercising their constitutional rights.3  
 
Since openly aligning itself with Antifa’s disruptive and violent practices in 2017, the NLG has 
provided significant legal assistance to let violent offenders go free, most notably during the 
2020 Black Lives Matter riots.4  

 
1 “Chapters,” National Lawyers Guild, https://www.nlg.org/chapters/ accessed October 15, 2025. 
2 “History,” National Lawyers Guild, https://www.nlg.org/about/history/ accessed October 15, 2025.  
3 “Resolution Supporting the Abolition of Prisons,” National Lawyers Guild, https://www.nlg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Resolution-Supporting-the-Abolition-of-Prisons-REV.pdf; See Also: “New Resource: 
“Fact Sheet on ‘Unmasking Antifa’ Act,” National Lawyers Guild, August 27, 2018, https://www.nlg.org/new-
resource-fact-sheet-on-unmasking-antifa-act/. 
4 “National Lawyers Guild 2020 Annual Report,” National Lawyers Guild, https://www.nlg.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/2020-Annual-Report-Web.pdf; See Also: Traci Yoder, “Legal Support for Anti-Fascist 
Action,” National Lawyers Guild, July 10, 2017, https://www.nlg.org/legal-support-for-anti-fascist-action/. 



Last month, President Trump designated Antifa as a domestic terrorist organization for its intent 
to overthrow the United States government, its violent obstruction of the rule of law, and its 
threats against political figures and activists.5 Despite this designation, the NLG maintains close 
ties with Antifa and has been actively offering assistance and advice to avoid law enforcement. 
The NLG assists left-wing extremists engaged in violence and the destruction of public property 
while still enjoying significant tax breaks, subsidies, and benefits, ultimately paid by the 
American taxpayer.6 These benefits extend to its network of subsidiaries and projects, including 
the National Lawyers Guild Foundation (NLGF), the National Immigration Project (NIPNLG), 
the Mass Defense Project (MDCNLG), and the National Police Accountability Project 
(NPAPNLG), which are registered non-profits.7 
 
Reports indicate that NLG members were present in the recent riots and active during the 
assaults on federal law enforcement facilities in cities like Portland, Chicago, and Los Angeles.8 
The true degree of their involvement in organizing attacks within our country is unclear, but I am 
deeply concerned that the NLG and its continued support for Antifa extremists pose a direct 
physical threat to the lives of civilians and law enforcement officers. To ensure public safety and 
well-being, the extent of the NLG network’s participation in these violent attacks on our 
democracy must be uncovered, including any financial or political backing by foreign entities.  
 
In response to these concerns, I request that you initiate an investigation into the NLG network to 
identify any direct ties to Antifa terrorists, their involvement in perpetrating violence and riots, 
and any actions they have taken to jeopardize law enforcement efforts. I also ask that you and the 
relevant agencies of jurisdiction inquire whether foreign governments or entities have been 
financing the NLG or Antifa’s operations. If any unlawful activity is discovered following your 
investigation, I request the Department of Justice (DOJ) and all relevant agencies to take 
stringent action in accordance with President Trump’s terrorist designation of any involved 
entities. This may include disbarment of the NLG’s member attorneys, revocation of 501 status 
and benefits, and bringing criminal charges as the administration deems necessary and 
appropriate. 

 
5 U.S. President, Executive Order, “Order of September 22, 2025, Designating Antifa as a Domestic Terrorist 
Organization.” Federal Register 90, no. 184 (September 25, 2025): 46317, 
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-09-25/pdf/2025-18709.pdf.  
6 For NLG’s 501 (c)(4) status is available at Internal Revenue Service. Form 990 (2022) 
https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/135606408_202212_990O_2023120722081328.pdf    
7 NLGF’s 501(c)(3) status is available at Internal Revenue Service. Form 990 (2022) 
https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/133336640_202212_990_2023120122051690.pdf; 
See Also: NIPNLG (2023) https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/952926663_202312_990_2024070522665454.pdf, 
and NPAPNLG (2023) https://apps.irs.gov/pub/epostcard/cor/134045142_202312_990T_2024103022785293.pdf; 
See Also: “Donate to the NLGF to Support the Mass Defense Fund,” National Lawyers Guild, 
https://www.nlg.org/donate/nlgf/massdefense/, accessed October 15, 2025. 
8 Andy Ngo (@MrAndyNgo), “If you see people in these green hats at far-left riots,” X, September 28, 2025, 
https://x.com/mrandyngo/status/1972214488574448007?s=46__;!!BSgrhSFG!GGs7TwePTXACPnEgHp58oWmkl
UB-piV_IcT3sCpyGJEtv06ZPwPwEglHfeD339U_8oJPvwHNw_yHakQZ33VxljLsqaA$. 



I admire your commitment to addressing the disturbing rise in radical left-wing political violence 
and look forward to working with you in upholding the rule of law. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Lance Gooden 
Member of Congress 
 
 
CC:  
 
The Honorable Kash Patel  
Director, FBI 
935 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20535 
 
The Honorable Frank Bisignano  
CEO, Internal Revenue Service 
1111 Constitution Ave NW  
Washington, DC 20224 
 
Republican Attorneys General Association 
1747 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20001 


